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The IAF is a North Metro Atlanta not-for-profit organization that promotes traditional Irish music in 
our neighborhoods. Throughout the year we sponsor music concerts with famous Irish musicians; ceili 
dances with a live dance band as well as music workshops, competitions and sessions. Please come and 
join us in the joy of playing and listening to traditional Irish music in your North Metro community!  
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I’m not Irish. In fact, I wasn’t born with even a drop of Irish blood in me. But, like millions of people 
around the world, Riverdance transformed me.  After seeing its U.S. premier on public television, my 
husband bought the DVD. We wore it out. Then, we went to see it live when it came to Atlanta. We 
returned to see it again bringing our children along. Our youngest daughter, Lauren, was captivated.  
Lord of the Dance followed Riverdance and we saw that multiple times as well. Lauren, now a budding 
floutist herself, got the itch.  I spent some quality time hunting for Irish music instructors in the Atlanta 
area and my timing was impeccable because that’s when Katherine Thomas was just forming the 
Atlanta Junior Ceili Band and forming the Irish Arts Foundation. In just the past few years, Lauren has 
had amazing opportunities to study with professionals, compete in the Atlanta Irish Music Competition 
where she met other young performers from all over the south, perform for countless events and even 
spent part of her summer in 2007 in Ireland with some of her band mates studying traditional Irish 
music on the west coast at Willy Clancy week.  So, what does all this have to do with you? Even if you 
have no Irish blood in your family tree, there is no reason you cannot share in the passion for this 
amazing music. The Irish famine scattered their people all over the world and the roots of much of our 
American folk music, particularly in Appalachia, have direct ties to traditional Irish music. So, you 
don’t have to be an O’Reilly, a Sullivan or even a Connor – you just have to have the love in your 
heart. I have to say that listening to our daughter play a haunting aire moves me as much or more than 
listening to a jig or a reel. But what I love most is sitting in a room filled with people from every 
background, tapping their feet, sipping a Guinness and living purely in the moment. Join us to be 
transformed!                                                                                                          ~  Lynette Maton 
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Saturday, February 14th  
Concert - Red Door Playhouse 
587 Atlanta Street 
Roswell, GA 30075 
  
Saturday, February 14th -- Fiddle workshops – Youth & Adult classes 
Sunday, February 15th – Private fiddle, flute & piano lessons 
See www.atlantairishmusic.com for times. All classes held at: 
North Atlanta Talent Education Music Studio 
11285 Elkins Rd 
Roswell, GA 30076 
 
New York born fiddler Brian Conway is a leading exponent of the 
highly ornamented Sligo fiddling style made famous by the late Michael Coleman. The winner of two 
All-Ireland junior titles in 1973 and 1974 and the All-Ireland senior championship in 1986, Brian's 
early studies were with his father Jim of Plumbridge, Co. Tyrone and with Limerick born 
fiddler/teacher Martin Mulvihill. However, it was the legendary fiddler and composer Martin Wynne 
who taught him the real secrets of the County Sligo style. Later, Brian met and befriended the great 
Andy McGann of New York, a direct student of Michael Coleman, who further shaped his precision 
and skill on the instrument. 
 
In 1979, Brian recorded a duet album, The Apple In Winter (Green Linnet) with fellow New York 
fiddler Tony Demarco. He released his debut solo CD, First through the Gate, on the Smithsonian-
Folkways label in July 2002. This CD was voted the prestigious Album of the Year by the Irish Echo. 
Brian is also featured on the CD, My Love is in America, recorded at the Boston College Irish Fiddle 
Festival, and on the documentary Shore to Shore which highlights traditional Irish music in New York. 
He is considered one of the musical rocks of the New York area. 
 
Brian remains faithful to the rich tradition handed down to him. The distinctness of his tone, the lift of 
his playing, and the deft ornamentation he brings to the tunes have placed him among the finest Irish 
fiddlers of any style, Sligo or otherwise. He has performed all over North America and his talents have 
also been enthusiastically received throughout Ireland and the rest of Europe. His CD, First through the 
Gate, exemplifies the versatility that characterizes his concert performances and festival appearances. 
He is also a noted instructor who has mentored many fine fiddle players, including several who have 
gone on to win All-Ireland championships. 
 
In 2007, Brian released a CD titled A Tribute to Andy McGann on the prestigious Irish Label Cló Iar-
Chonnachta. This CD pairs up Irish Music legends Joe Burke and Felix Dolan along with Brian in a 
CD which has received glowing accolades since it's release in the summer of 2007. Brian followed this 
CD with a much anticipated new Solo CD titled Consider the Source, in deference to the rich 
environment from which Brian learned his music. This CD was released in 2008 on the Cló Iar-



Chonnachta Label. The CD features guest appearances by music greats Niamh Parsons, Dan Milner, 
Billy McComiskey, Joannie Madden, Felix Dolan, and Brendan Dolan.  Earle Hitchner of the Irish 
Echo described this CD as "easily one of the best releases this year". 
�

The son of renowned Irish-traditional pianist Felix Dolan, Brendan Dolan also plays flute and whistle, 
and tours frequently as the ace accompanist for Brian Conway.  He has worked with accordionist John 

Whelan, singer/songwriter Cathie Ryan, Andy Statman, Itzhak Perlman, and the group 
Atlantic Bridge, which also featured former Solas vocalist Karan Casey. The NYC-
based band Whirligig claims Brendan as part of their “extended family.” He frequently 
scores music for various Cable TV companies, including MTV and The Discovery 
Channel, and in 1995 co-scored the Samuel Golden film "Go Fish." He is currently 
earning a degree from the Jazz Studies program at SUNY New Paltz, and plays at 
many ceilis and concerts with various groups (and in various musical genres) around 
the New York area.  
 

Please contact Ken Mitteldorf at ken1061@charter.net to register for fiddle                                                                                            
workshops/lessons and piano/ flute lessons 
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SEE THE WEB SITE      
http://www.stpatsatlanta.com and 
http://www.thechieftains.cm 

 



The Atlanta Irish Music School is now accepting new students for the spring semester.  
Please visit www.atlantajuniorceiliband.com for more information or contact the school at 678-372-
9494 or atlantairishmusicschool@gmail.com 
 
 

The Hibernian Benevolent Society of Atlanta will be holding its annual BLACK 
TIE BALL AND BANQUET  on Friday, March 13, 2009, at the DRUID HILLS GOLF CLUB in 
Decatur.   
 
Tickets are $95.00 per person and $950.00 for a table of ten.  Priority seating will be given to full tables 
on receipt of payment. 
 
Dinner will include Beef Tenderloin and Salmon, salad, rolls, dessert with coffee or tea.  Two bottles of 
wine will be included per table. 
Cash bar available all evening. 
Entertainment will be provided by the Laigh Langley Band and Irish dancers from the King-O'Sullivan 
School. 
  
Our honored guest this year will be Monsignor Edward Dillon, pastor of Holy Spirit Catholic Church.  
Msgr Dillon will be recognized as HBSA's DISTIGUISHED IRISHMAN OF THE YEAR for his many 
contributions to the Irish community and its affiliated organizations. 
  
Tickets are limited so please book early. 
Additional details follow. 
  
Slainte--   Bob and Lilly O'Neil ( rf_oneil@yahoo.com ) 
               Co-Chairpersons:  HBSA Ball 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Hi to all my friends in Atlanta, Athens, and Dahlonega: 
 
I'm coming down to Georgia at the end of the month to perform and teach, and will be accompanied by 
a young whippersnapper of a guitarist from Charlottesville, VA named Owen Morrison (Ashley is 
taking a wee break from touring!). 
 
Seth Tepfer and his partner Pam Eidson have kindly agreed to open up their home for a living room 
concert, which I will (happily) play without amplification. Two days later, Kimbi and Karl Hagen have 
offered to open up their home for workshops which I will offer for fiddlers, and Owen will offer for 
guitarists.  
 
Details as follows. 
 
Kindly do us a favor and forward this email to anyone you might know who would enjoy aprticipating 
in either the concert or the workshops. 
 
Many thanks, and hope to see you there!   ~  JAMIE LAVAL 



WHAT:  
Concert of Scottish and other Celtic music, PLUS workshop for Fiddlers and Guitarists 
 
WHO:  
Jamie Laval (U.S. National Scottish Fiddle Champion) with guitarist Owen Morrison (contra dance 
musician with House Red) 
 
WHEN:  
Thursday, Jan. 29, 7:30 pm (CONCERT) 
Saturday, Jan 31, 11:00 (WORKSHOP) 
 
WHERE:  
Homes of Seth Tepfer and Kimbi Hagen, respectively. Please call for reservations and driving 
directions: (770) 289-3204 and (206) 226-5663, respectively. 
 
HOW MUCH?:  
Concert:  $15 adult/$10 student 
Workshop:  $25  ($5 discount for attendance at concert) 
 
FURTHER INFO ABOUT ARTISTS:  
Just back from a month-long concert tour of Scotland, Celtic fiddler Jamie Laval, of Asheville, NC will 
team up with guitarist Owen Morrison, of Charlottesville, VA for a concert of traditional music of 
Scotland, Ireland, Quebec, and Brittany, held at the home of Seth Tepfer and Pam Eidson. 
 
One of the premier Celtic violinists on the International music scene today, Jamie Laval creates rapt 
audiences with his intensely passionate performances of traditional music of Scotland, Ireland, Brittany 
and Quebec, rendered with hints of classical refinement and ethnic music from around the world. 
 
Laval is heralded as "One of North America's finest practitioners of traditional Scottish music" (San 
Jose Mercury News) and "The next Alasdair Fraser" (Press and Post). The Asheville Citizen-Times 
writes, "One of the hottest fiddlers out there…this act has been turning heads wherever it plays." 
 
Laval won the 2002 U.S. National Scottish Championship, performed for Her Majesty the Queen, and 
won Best World Traditional Song in the 2007 Independent Music Awards Vox Populi for his CD, 
"Zephyr In The Confetti Factory." 
 
Guitarist Owen Morrison has been steeped in fiddle music from North America and the British Isles his 
entire life. His fluid guitar playing is influenced by styles as diverse as bluegrass, jazz and flamenco but 
is firmly rooted in traditional dance music. 
 
Since graduating from Guilford College in 2006 where he majored in classical guitar performance, 
Owen travels the country playing for concerts, contra dances, folk festivals and dance camps. In 
addition to touring with Jamie Laval, Owen performs and records with numerous other groups 
including Elixir, Night Watch and acclaimed New England fiddler, Rodney Miller. 
 
Artists' websites: 
www.JamieLaval.com 
www.OwenMorrison.com 
www.Dancerhapsody.com 
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The Harp Session in Roswell is for beginning and intermediate players; Fado's Irish Pub in Buckhead is 
for advanced musicians. Join the fun! 
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January 

Monday 19th & 26th : Buckhead Fado Session 8pm - advanced Irish session every Monday night 8pm-
midnight at the new Fado Pub in Buckhead.  

February 

Sunday 1st & 15th: The Roswell Music Session at The Harp Pub 5-7 pm (1st and 3rd Sunday of the 
month) 

Monday 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd : Buckhead Fado Session 8pm - advanced Irish session every Monday 
night 8pm-midnight at the new Fado Pub in Buckhead. 

Saturday/Sunday 14th & 15th: Brian Conway and Brendan Dolan - Irish Fiddle, Flute & Piano 
Weekend - Workshops, Saturday Night Concert. See above for locations. 

March 

Sunday 1st & 15th: The Roswell Music Session at The Harp Pub 5-7 pm (1st and 3rd Sunday of the 
month) 

Monday 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th : Buckhead Fado Session 8pm - advanced Irish session every 
Monday night 8pm-midnight at the new Fado Pub in Buckhead. 

 
To learn more about the IAF please visit www.atlantairishmusic.com . 


