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Letter from the President

Dear Friends of Irish music,

We want to share our good news! The IAF of Atldmaa just received a $2,000 grant from the Coca-
Cola Company. Thank you to Gary and Tricia Whegenell as Mary Carey for making this possible.
Secondly, we want to inform the public that we widit be sponsoring the Atlanta Irish Music
Competition this year. Instead, we will be hostnGoncert/Workshop weekend and a spring ceili
dance. The board decided that we're all very bhisyspring, and we would be unable to make the
AIMC happen this year. However, we are seekingmaers for the 2010 competition. If you'd like to
help us with next year's music competition, we'didiy grateful! Please join us at the next board
meeting on January 11.

Happy Holidays to everyone from your IAF board!
Sincerely,

Katherine Irwin Thomas

Andi Hearn and Davey Mathias — House
Concert in Decatur

Corner House, Columbia, South Carolina's favorite taditional Irish band featuring Andi Hearn
and Davey Mathias, with special guest Jeff Thomasaconcertina
Saturday November 22, 8 pm

Andi Hearn and Davey Mathias have been playingttoahl Irish music together for nearly 20 years.
With the blending of Andi's fiddle and vocals, Dg'geguitar and Jeff's concertina, there is no bette
way to spend a Saturday evening. "Tunes are shiieeeasy conversation and just might provoke
your foot to tap along in time. When there's a monggiiet enough, you'll hear an old doleful bakad
maybe a lighthearted love song. Corner House isweeted in the traditional music and song of
Ireland, and they share their dynamic music witthesiasm. "



Tickets $10 must be reserved, Seating limited.

Email OhRebekah@aol.coto reserve or call 404-373-3503 and leave mes$&agections provided
with confirmation.

Workshops available Saturday afternoon: Irish BddDADGAD Guitar * Concertina

$30/2 hrs. -- Must Pre-Register

Brlan Conway with Brendan Dolan
Irish Fiddle, Flute and Piano Weekend

February 14" and 15"

Saturday Night Concert workshops

imes and venue TBA - North Fulton

" New York born fiddleBrian Conway is a leading exponent of the
highly ornamented Sligo fiddling style made fambyghe late
Michael Coleman. The winner of two All-Ireland jonititles in 1973
and 1974 and the All-Ireland senior championship986, Brian's
early studies were with his father Jim of PlumbegdGo. Tyrone and
with Limerick born fiddler/teacher Martin MulvihilHowever, it was
the legendary fiddler and composer Martin Wynne wehught him the
real secrets of the County Sligo style. Later, Bnget and befriended
he great Andy McGann of New York, a direct studgitichael

| Coleman, who further shaped his precision and shillhe instrument.

In 1979, Brian recorded a duet albufhe Apple In WintefGreen Linnet) with fellow New York
fiddler Tony Demarco. He released his debut solg B3t through the Gateon the Smithsonian-
Folkways label in July 2002. This CD was voted pihestigious Album of the Year by thesh Echa
Brian is also featured on the CMy Love is in Americarecorded at the Boston College Irish Fiddle
Festival, and on the document&ifyore to Shorevhich highlights traditional Irish music in New o
He is considered one of the musical rocks of tkevNork area.

Brian remains faithful to the rich tradition hand#alvn to him. The distinctness of his tone, thiedif

his playing, and the deft ornamentation he brinnghé tunes have placed him among the finest Irish
fiddlers of any style, Sligo or otherwise. He hasfprmed all over North America and his talentséhav
also been enthusiastically received throughouat@land the rest of Europe. His Gixst through the
Gate exemplifies the versatility that characterizes doncert performances and festival appearances.
He is also a noted instructor who has mentored rfiaayfiddle players, including several who have
gone on to win All-lIreland championships.

In 2007, Brian released a CD titlédTribute to Andy McGanon the prestigious Irish Label CIo lar-
Chonnachta. This CD pairs up Irish Music legendsBuorke and Felix Dolan along with Brian in a
CD which has received glowing accolades sinceatesase in the summer of 2007. Brian followed this
CD with a much anticipated new Solo CD titiédnsider the Sourcén deference to the rich
environment from which Brian learned his music.STBD was released in 2008 on the CIo lar-



Chonnachta Label. The CD features guest appearagaasisic greats
m\Niamh Parsons, Dan Milner, Billy McComiskey, JoaMadden,
Felix Dolan, andrendan Dolan Earle Hitchner of th&ish Echo
lldescribed this CD as "easily one of the best reketss year".

Brian will perform with Irish piano accompanist eatrdinaire
Brendan Dolan, who will once again be offering private Irish
piano and flute lessons.

December Concerts

Sixteenth Annual Atlanta Celtic Christmas Concert

James W. Flannery, Director and Host:This popular event features the rollicking highrgpiand
mystical beauty of Celtic and Appalachian musia)ada poetry, song, and story with Grammy winner
Alison Brown, banjo; Joe Craven, fiddle; John Dogeaitar & vocals; Risin’ Appalachia and the
Elders; The Buddy O’Reilly Band; Scottish Piper®(ify Frantz, Fran Frantz, & John Recknagle);
Irish, Scottish, & Southern Clog Dancers choreolgegpby Lisa Cregan O’Brien; and Kelly Stewart,
harp.

Friday, Dec. 12, 8 p.m. (New performance time)
Saturday, Dec. 13, 8 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 14, 2:30 p.m.

Schwartz Center for Performing Arts, Emory University

Tickets: public $25; patrons under 18 and overreb@her discount category members $20; all
students $10

Box Office: 404-727-5050

Music in the Gleninvites you to their Christmas Concert Series featylrish, Scottish, English
and Welsh Music and Dance to celebrate the Chrisseason.

www.musicglenatlanta.com

Saturday, December 6th
Eddie's Attic

Decatur, 5:30pm

Tickets by contactingddie's
$10 Adv/ $12 at door



Sunday, December 7th
Red Door Playhouse
Roswell, 5-7pm

Tickets at the Door Only
$7 Adult/ $3 U10

Saturday, December 20th

St. Aidan's Church

Alpharetta, 7:30- 9:30pm

Tickets by contacting 770-521-0207 and at door
$7 Adult/ $3 U10

Join us for an IAF board meeting!

Do you like Irish music? Are you responsible,able and generally friendly?
Then we may have a spot on our board. We'll beudsng up coming events for
2009 as well as upcoming officer elections. l@'gdike to be involved in the
planning of dances, workshops and the Atlanta Msisic Competition-- we need
you at our next meeting!

Sunday, January 11" at the Harp Irish Pub in Roswell at 7pm

Irish Music Sessions

The Harp Session in Roswell is for beginning aridrmediate players; Fado's Irish Pub in Buckhead is
for advanced musiciangoin the fun!

TheRoswell Music Sessioat The Harp Pub 5-7 pm (1st and 3rd Sunday of thetim)

Buckheadrado Session 8pm - advanced Irish session evengdonight 8pm-midnight at the new
Fado Pub in Buckhead.
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To learn more about the IAF of Atlanta, a 501c(3pn-profit organization, please visit
www.atlantairishmusic.com




